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to lose a constitutional right that we
have relied upon for almost 50 years.

Make no mistake, these radical Jus-
tices are just getting started. Alito’s
draft opinion, which denigrates any
privacy basis for Roe, casts doubt on
other privacy rights. Without privacy
rights, the States are basically unfet-
tered in what they do.

And now that the radical rightwing
Justices are on the cusp of getting
what they wish regarding abortion
rights, Justice Alito is already sig-
naling what is next: revisiting
Obergefell, the marriage equality deci-
sion. And we know so much more is at
stake.

We cannot sit back and accept this as
our new normal. We cannot go back to
a time when women had no autonomy
over our own bodies. We cannot go
back to a time when members of the
LGBTQ+ community were treated as
second-class citizens. And we cannot go
back to a time where basic human
rights were left up to the States—to
the States—to decide.

Since when do States get to decide
whether or not a constitutional right
exists? That is what we have the Su-
preme Court for, and that is what the
Supreme Court is not making sure that
we continue to protect.

So here we are. Not only do we have
to push to codify Roe nationally, but
we have to take this fight to the bal-
lots in November. As Justice Alito, in
his draft opinion, cavalierly said, basi-
cally: All you women out there, go out
and vote. So, yes, he is calling on the
women of this country to use our en-
ergy and our resources to fight for a
right, a constitutional right, that
women in this country relied on for
nearly 50 years. And, yes, that is ex-
actly what we are going to do.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Ms. CANTWELL. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NOMINATION OF ANN CLAIRE PHILLIPS

Ms. CANTWELL. Madam President, I
rise today to urge my colleagues to
support the nomination of RADM Ann
Phillips to be Administrator of the
Maritime Administration.

Rear Admiral Phillips served in the
U.S. Navy for 31 years, served in Oper-
ations Desert Shield and Desert Storm,
and held leadership positions such as
the Director of Surface Warfare for the
Chief of Naval Operations. Most re-
cently, she served as special assistant
to former Governor of Virginia Ralph
Northam, where she focused on coastal
adaptation and protection.

This nomination is so important to
our maritime industry, especially as
we are facing unprecedented challenges
in the maritime supply chain. The Mar-
itime Administration is responsible for
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supporting America’s maritime trans-
portation industry, including sup-
porting the health of the U.S. mer-
chant marine fleet, investing in port
infrastructure, supporting American
shipyards, and growing and training
the maritime workforce.

Never before have maritime and ship-
ping issues been more important to the
health of our economy and consumers.
Our ports are handling record amounts
of cargo as COVID-19 has caused con-
sumers to shift their spending habits to
e-commerce. The arrival of these im-
ports has led to record volumes at our
U.S. ports.

In 2021, the Ports of Los Angeles and
Long Beach moved 10 million con-
tainers for the first time ever. In my
State, the State of Washington, the
Northwest Seaport Alliance saw a 15-
percent increase in container volumes
over the last year. So this unprece-
dented volume continues to cause mas-
sive challenges of ships backed up off-
shore and vessels anchoring or loi-
tering in waiting areas near the Ports
of L.A. and Long Beach. Twenty-two
percent of sales have been lost by agri-
cultural exports due to transportation
delays and cancelations, with products
like potatoes, milk, wheat, and seafood
that are literally rotting on our port
docks.

My colleagues and I have been work-
ing hard to pass the Ocean Shipping
Reform Act. And we did that out of the
Senate, and now, obviously, our col-
leagues in the House—we have different
bills—hopefully, will either resolve this
in USICA or, with the passage of one of
these bills, with the Senate bill maybe
being passed by the House.

But the Federal Maritime Commis-
sion needs tools to crack down on bad
actors in the shipping industry and re-
duce costs facing consumers. Our bill
that passed in March that, as I said, we
are working to reconcile, we believe
needs to become law as soon as pos-
sible.

But the bill is only a piece of the sup-
ply chain challenge. We need to make
serious investments in our port infra-
structure to handle the increasing ca-
pacity and get goods moving, and
MARAD is charged with overseeing the
Port Infrastructure Development Pro-
gram, the primary grant program used
to invest in our ports and help move
our products. That is why it is so im-
portant to have this position.

President Biden’s bipartisan infra-
structure law included 2.25 billion
MARAD port infrastructure develop-
ment dollars for the next 5 years. I
want to thank my colleague Senator
WICKER for working with us on this—
this is such critical infrastructure in-
vestment—and all my colleagues who
supported those programs. This huge
economic opportunity and the volume
of our trade needs the infrastructure at
our ports to continue to increase.

We need Rear Admiral Phillips con-
firmed to make sure those dollars get
out the door and get them to our ports
now. We need the leadership of this or-
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ganization to improve the resiliency of
our ports, which are vulnerable to cli-
mate change and extreme storms. And
we need Rear Admiral Phillips’ experi-
ence in coastal resiliency as we have
charged MARAD with building a mari-
time industry for the future that
makes sure that we are looking at
shore power issues and operating on
cleaner fuels.

And we need Rear Admiral Phillips’
experience in the Navy that will bring
the expertise to the workforce mission.
MARAD is tasked with ensuring that
the United States has a strong mer-
chant marine workforce to support the
U.S. Sealift Program. The events in
Ukraine have shown us that we must
deal with the shortage of merchant
mariners. It is estimated that we are
over 1,800 merchant marine officers
short of the need in case of a conflict.
With the rise of China and the ongoing
conflict in Ukraine, we cannot take an-
other minute for granted for the need
for U.S.-flagged ships and U.S. mari-
ners to support the logistics of the U.S.
military. I know the Presiding Officer
knows this very well.

In addition to strengthening our
workforce, we need to invest in our
shipyards, maintain our national de-
fense needs as well as strengthen the
U.S. flag fleet. This means investing in
modern shipyards and identifying in-
centives to build new generations of
U.S.-flagged ships.

These U.S. merchant mariners are
also vital to the maritime industry. My
State and various States face a work-
force shortage and many of our other
maritime sectors also. We need to skill
and train a workforce for tomorrow.

Maritime jobs are good, family wage
jobs, but we need to have a talented
workforce that is inclusive, and we
need to have an inclusive environment
and work with the Coast Guard and the
maritime industry to address issues of
sexual assault and harassment to keep
people safe in the workplace at sea.

Rear Admiral Phillips is the right
person for this job to help the industry,
the maritime unions, the shipping com-
panies, and the Coast Guard to foster
change. She has been a trailblazer in
her career because she has been the
first woman to command a destroyer
squadron, the first woman Director of
Surface Warfare, and now the first
woman Maritime Administrator.

I urge my colleagues to support her
nomination.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read the cloture
motion as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 708, Ann
Claire Phillips, of Virginia, to be Adminis-
trator of the Maritime Administration.
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